NOBEL
of the experiments which the engineer C. Schmidt, of Paris, was
carrying out with certain silencing devices, the object of which
was to eliminate irrelevant noises in phonographs, Nobel having
himself prompted the original idea.
As has already been mentioned, Nobel took a'keen interest in
biological and physiological problems, although he was a pure
amateur in this field. This interest, which had led him to devote
part of his maternal inheritance to the furtherance of medical
research, also roused in him the desire to engage personally in such
experiments. This brought him into touch with J. E. Johannsson,
who was then a laboratory student, and is now a professor, and
who writes as follows regarding his collaboration with Nobel:
" My acquaintance with Alfred Nobel was due to a wish which
he expressed to one of the lecturers at the Karplinska Institute, to
meet a Swedish physiologist with a view to discussing the scheme
for a series of investigations. I was travelling in connection with
my studies when I received this news, together with the request
to get into touch with Nobel as quickly as possible, a request with
which I immediately complied. Early in October, 1890, I went
to Paris, where I stayed for five months.
" In the conversations which I had with Nobel at this time, I
found him keenly interested in medical experimental research. He
himself developed ideas and suggestions which were directed
towards ascertaining by means of experiment the nature of the
physical processes connected with disease, and above all, towards
discovering by the experimental method means for curing diseases.
At his instigation I carried out a series of experiments in blood
transfusion in his laboratory in Sovran, as he was especially
interested in that question. He frequently stated that he was
considering the possibility of founding an institute himself for
experimental medical research. He often indicated that he thought
that medical theory might be a hindrance and that a person who
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